
 

 

Juvenile Products Manufacturers Association, Inc. 

1120 Route 73, Suite 200  Mt. Laurel, NJ 08054  856.642.4416  856.439.0525 

E-mail: jpma@jpma.org  Website: www.jpma.org 

August 2, 2017 

 

Office of the Secretary 

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 

4330 East West Highway 

Bethesda, MD 20814 

 

Re: NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING (NPR): CPSIA SECTION 104: 

Safety Standard Booster Seats: Docket No. CPSC-2017-0023 

 

Dear Mr. Stevenson: 

 

The Juvenile Products Manufacturers Association (JPMA) appreciates the opportunity to 

comment on the May 19, 2017 Federal Register notice of proposed rulemaking, “Safety Standard 

for Booster Seats” (CPSC Docket No. CPSC-2017-0023). The U.S. Consumer Product Safety 

Commission (CPSC) invited comments pursuant to Section 104 of the Consumer Product Safety 

Improvement Act (CPSIA), which directs the Commission to issue mandatory regulation on 

durable infant products. In response to the request of the Commission’s staff, the JPMA submits 

the following comments. 

 

The Juvenile Products Manufacturers Association (JPMA) is a national not-for-profit trade 

organization representing 95% of the prenatal to preschool industry including the producers, 

importers, and distributors of a broad range of childcare articles that provide protection to infants 

and assistance to their caregivers.  JPMA exists to advance the interests, growth and well-being of 

North American prenatal to preschool product manufacturers, importers, and distributors 

marketing under their own brands to consumers. It does so through advocacy, public relations, 

information sharing, product performance, certification, and business development assistance 

conducted with appreciation for the needs of parents, children, and retailers. JPMA continues to 

work with government officials, consumer groups, and industry leaders on programs to educate 

consumers on the safe selection and use of juvenile products. 

 

As the CPSC is aware, JPMA and those of its members’ engineers and quality/safety experts have 

been active participants in supporting the current progression of the infant booster seat standard. 

Such members have taken into account input from the CPSC staff when finalizing and revising 

the ASTM standard and their changes were incorporated and acknowledged throughout the 

process.  

 

In the NPR, CPSC staff proposes incorporating by reference the most recent booster seat 

voluntary standard developed by ASTM International, ASTM F2640-17ₑ1, The Standard 

Consumer Safety Specification for Booster Seats, without modification.  JPMA is supportive of 

this recommendation in the NPR, however, notes there are currently two open items which are 

being reviewed by the ASTM Subcommittee F15.16 on Booster Seats, and related task groups.   

 

1. A revision to Section 7.10.1.1 is being initially reviewed by task group on August 3, 

2017.  Proposed language will clarify the intent of this test method, in order to ensure all 

labs are applying the test method consistently.  The language being reviewed by the task 

group is as follows: 
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7.10 Maximum Booster Seat Dimensions Test: 

7.10.1 Seat Width and Depth: 

7.10.1.1 Place the booster seat on a horizontal plane in the manufacturer’s recommended 

installation configuration. 

7.10.1.2 Measure from the left outermost edge of the contact surface on the left side of the booster 

seat to the right outermost edge of the contact surface on the right side of the booster seat. Refer 

to Figs. 7 and 8. 

7.10.1.3 Measure from the front outermost edge of the contact surface on the front of the booster 

seat to a vertical plane at the most rearward point on the back of the booster seat. Refer to Figs. 9-

12. 

  

The proposed revision will be evaluated by the active task group and presented to the 

F15.16 Subcommittee on Booster Seats at the October 2017 meeting.  It is likely to go to 

ballot at that time and with anticipated limited revision, incorporated into the next version 

of the standard likely published in early 2018. 

 

2. A second item is related to folding booster seats which use the back of the adult chair as 

part of the attachment means.  Not currently addressed in F2640-17ₑ1, a task group will 

initially review this item on August 3, 2017 and determine action steps.  It is likely that 

language will be developed to address this type of product, but the timeline for 

incorporation into the standard is unknown at this time. 

 

JPMA supports the ongoing engagement of CPSC staff in the standard revision process and 

would strongly recommend inclusion of the next version of the standard into the final rule.  Mis-

alignment of the voluntary standard and the CFR can cause marketplace confusion, interpretation 

issues for testing labs, and increased costs to manufacturers. 

 

JPMA is supportive of the CPSC staff recommendation of an effective date of 12 months after 

publication of the final rule in the Federal Register to allow manufacturers additional time to 

bring their products into compliance. 

 

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on Docket No. CPSC-2017-0023. I welcome your 

outreach if we can provide additional information or answer any questions.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Danielle Iverson 

Director, Legislative & Regulatory Affairs 
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